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1.

Introduction

This report provides data pertaining to the questions about Scottish Gaelic in
Scotl anddéds Census 2011, and provides compar.i
Census. The censuses were held on 27 March 2011 and 29 April 2001, and

coll ected informati osni dernotmd pieno pS ceo toluasnuda | ol ny

(please see background notes for further details).

Part 1 of this report, published on 30 September 2015, provided a summary of the
results for the key census statistics on Gaelic, mainly at the national level. A list of
some of the key points presented in Part 1 is included below.

Gaelic language skills

f

In 2011, 87,100 people aged 3 and over in Scotland (1.7 per cent of the population) had some
Gaelic language skills.

Of these 87,100 people:

- 32,400 (37 per cent) had full skills in Gaelic, that is could understand, speak, read and write
Gaelic;

- 57,600 (66 per cent) could speak Gaelic;

- 6,100 (7 per cent) were able to read and/or write but not speak Gaelic; and

- 23,400 (27 per cent) were able to understand Gaelic but could not speak, read or write it.

Highland, Eilean Siar and Glasgow City were the council areas with the largest numbers of people
with some Gaelic language ability, with these three council areas containing almost half (49 per
cent) of those with some Gaelic language skills nationally.

The proportion of people aged 3 and over with some Gaelic language skills was highest in Eilean
Siar (61 per cent), Highland (7 per cent) and Argyll & Bute (6 per cent).

At 50 per cent, Eilean Siar had the highest proportion (of all people with some Gaelic language
skills) of those that can understand, speak, read and write Gaelic.

Between 2001 and 2011 there were decreases in the proportion of people who could speak Gaelic
in all age groups for people aged 18 and over. For example, for people aged 65 and over the
proportion fell from 1.8 per cent in 2001 to 1.5 per cent in 2011. In contrast, the proportion of
people who can speak Gaelic increased slightly in younger age groups: from 0.53 per cent to 0.70
per cent for 3-4 year olds; from 0.91 per cent to 1.13 per cent for 5-11 year olds; and from 1.04 per
cent to 1.10 per cent for 12-17 year olds.

Some 41 per cent of Gaelic-speaking children aged 5 to 11 lived in households where all adults
had some Gaelic language skills, 23 per cent lived in households where some (but not all) adults
had some Gaelic language skills and 36 per cent lived in households where no adults had any
Gaelic language skills.

Gaelic as alanguage used at home

il

Nationally, 25,000 people aged 3 and over (0.49 per cent of the population) reported using Gaelic
at home in 2011.

Of people who were Gaelic speakers, 40 per cent reported using Gaelic at home.

Of children aged 5 to 11 reported as using Gaelic at home, 61 per cent lived in households where
all adults had some Gaelic language skills, 27 per cent lived in households where some (but not
all) adults had some Gaelic language skills and 12 per cent lived in households where no adults
had any Gaelic language skills.
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http://www.scotlandscensus.gov.uk/documents/analytical_reports/Report_part%201.pdf

Part 2 now provides a further detailed commentary on the tables listed at Appendix
1, including breakdowns by council area and civil parish band. (The relevant tables
are listed at the start of each section of commentary in this report.)

In the 2011 Census, people were asked whether they could understand, speak, read
or write Scottish Gaelic, and, for the first time, the 2011 Census also asked people to
report any language(s) (other than English) they use at home.

The 2011 questions were presented as follows:

16 Which of these can you do?
¢ Tick all that apply.

English Scottish Gaelic Scots
Understand
Speak
Read

Write

or
None of these

18 Do you use a language other than English at home?

+ Tick all that apply.
No, English only
Yes, British Sign Language

Yes, other - please write in

The questions were within the 6i nfdrinhandd u al qu
were thus asked of (or on behalf of) al/l peo
0Gaelicd are both included as home Scotti sh

The language question asked in the 2001 Census only pertained to skills in Gaelic.
The question was as follows:

5
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16 Can you understand, speak,
read, or write Scottish Gaelic?

D Understand spoken Gaelic
Speak Gaelic

Read Gaelic

Write Gaelic

None of these

O0O00

There is a slight difference between the 2001 and 2011 Census questions on Gaelic
skills, relating to understanding, with the 2001 question asking respondents whether
they can d6dunder st and slpgodstomaskihgredpandeits ifa n
they o6understand Scottish Gaelic. 6 1In
asked of all people. For a short history of the inclusion of questions on Gaelic in the
census, please see the background notes.

This report presents the data on Gaelic skills and on Gaelic use at home from the
2011 Census in relation to key variables from the 2011 Census, which were
identified in collaboration with stakeholders in relation to policy for the language.
These variables were: sex, age, marital or civil partnership status, household
composition (specifically regarding the linguistic competence of children when adults
in a household have Gaelic skills), country of birth, ethnicity, national identity,
religion, education, economic activity and health. The relationship between the
Gaelic language skills variables and the variable on Gaelic use at home was also
identified as being important, and thus these data are also presented.

Tables containing data from additional variables can be commissioned directly from
the National Records of Scotland. The tables listed at Appendix 1 present census
statistics on Gaelic at Scotland level and at two lower levels of geography: council
area and civil parish band, as defined below.
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http://www.scotlandscensus.gov.uk/documents/Householdpre-addressed27_05_10specimen.pdf

1. Council area
These are the geographical areas of the 32 council areas established in 1996 by
the Local Government (Scotland) Act 1994. Their councils form the single tier of
local government in Scotland. The geographical areas of these councils are
shown in Map 1.

2. Civil parish bands
These are based on classification of the 871 civil parishes in Scotland according
to the incidence of Gaelic-speaking skills within them, as measured by the 2011
Census.! The parishes are grouped into seven bands, defined as follows:

A. Civil parishes where 50.0 per cent or more of the population speak Gaelic
B. Civil parishes where 25 per cent to less than 50 per cent of the population
speak Gaelic
C. Civil parishes where 10 per cent to less than 25 per cent of the population
speak
Gaelic
D. Civil parishes where 5 per cent to less than 10 per cent of the population
speak
Gaelic
E. Civil parishes where more than 1.095 per cent to less than 5 per cent of the
population speak Gaelic
F. Civil parishes where more than O per cent to 1.095 per cent of the population
speak Gaelic
G. Civil parishes where 0 per cent of the population speak Gaelic

The lower threshold of band E (greater than 1.095 per cent) corresponds to civil
parishes where the incidence of Gaelic-speaking ability across all people resident
in the parish is greater than the incidence of Gaelic-speaking ability across all
people resident in Scotland (1.095 per cent). The thresholds of the other civil
parish band categories were determined by a wish to provide a detailed picture of
the distribution of Gaelic speakers across a range of Gaelic linguistic
communities, and to compare the social and economic characteristics of Gaelic
speakers living in such different linguistic contexts. The geographical areas of
these civil parish bands in 2011 are shown in Map 2. The number and list of civil
parishes in each civil parish band for 2011 are given in Appendix 2.2

1) Inboth the 2011 and 2001 Censuses, parishes were a i b ef si atjgéegation of Census output
areas. As a result, there were a small number (10 in 2011) of civil parishes which had no output
areas (and therefore no people) inthem. These ci vil parishes were exclude
Band6 c| as sinfdp@ auch parishes agempisented in grayscale.

2) Civil parish band was selected as the unit of analysis as census information has been analysed at
this level of geography since 1891, and with the present boundaries since 1931, thus offering
opportunities for historical comparison. Information about other geographical areas for which
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2. Gaelic language skills

2.1 Gaelic language skills and demographic factors
2.1.1 Gaelic language skills by sex

Council areas (Table AT_234 2011)

Any skills:

The most general way of measuring competence in Gaelic is to calculate the
proportion of people aged 3 and over who have any skills in the language. For
Scotland as a whole, this proportion was 1.7 per cent in 2011. The only council areas
with a proportion greater than the national average were Eilean Siar (61.2 per cent),
Highland (7.4 per cent) and Argyll & Bute (5.9 per cent). Glasgow (1.65 per cent),
Stirling (1.55 per cent) and Perth & Kinross (1.5 per cent) had proportions of 1.5 per
cent or more. The council areas with the lowest proportions 1 all under 0.7 per cent i
were North Lanarkshire, Dumfries & Galloway, South Ayrshire, Midlothian and South
Lanarkshire (0.7 per cent).

Looking at this a different way i as the geographical distribution of people with any
Gaelic skills i under one half (43.8 per cent) of all those with any Gaelic skills were
in the three council areas with the highest incidence of Gaelic: 18.9 per cent were in
Eilean Siar, 19.1 per cent in Highland and 5.8 per cent in Argyll & Bute. Map 3 in
Appendix 3 illustrates this in a cartogram. Glasgow City was the council area with the
third highest proportion of all those with any Gaelic skills (10.9 per cent), with the
council areas containing the other three lowland cities together accounting for a
further 11.6 per cent: Edinburgh (6.8 per cent), Aberdeen (3.6 per cent) and Dundee
(1.2 per cent).

In 25 of the 32 council areas, the incidence of people with any Gaelic skills was
higher for males than females, but usually the difference is small - in all but four
council areas it was 0.3 percentage points or less. The incidence of any Gaelic skills
was higher amongst females than males in each of the three council areas with the
highest incidence of any Gaelic skills: Eilean Siar (4.3 percentage points higher),
Highland (1.1 percentage points higher) and Argyll & Bute (1.2 percentage points
higher).

All skills:

The council area pattern for possessing all skills in Gaelic (that is, can understand,
speak, read and write Gaelic) was similar to that for possessing any skills, but at a
lower overall level. Nationally, the proportion of people aged 3 and over possessing

census data are available can be found on the Supporting information page of the Scotland's
Census website.
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all skills in Gaelic was 0.6 per cent. The only council areas where this proportion was

above the national average were Eilean Siar (30.4 per cent), Highland (3.1 per cent)

and Argyll & Bute (2.1 per cent). These three council areas accounted for just over

half (52.3 per cent) of people in Scotland who possessed all Gaelic skills, while the

council areas containing the four largest cities together accounted for a further fifth:

Glasgow (10.8 per cent), Edinburgh (5.7 per cent), Aberdeen (2.9 per cent) and

Dundee (0.7 per cent). At a national level, the incidenceo f 6 al | Gaxl i c ski
slightly higher amongst females (0.7 per cent) than males (0.6 per cent).

Speaking skills:

The council area pattern for possessing speaking skills in Gaelic was similar to that
for@ny s k i d A & &killad Again, the only council areas where the proportion of
Gaelic speakers in the population aged 3 and over was above the national average
of 1.1 per cent were Eilean Siar (52.3 per cent), Highland (5.4 per cent) and Argyll &
Bute (4.0 per cent); the proportion in Glasgow City was 1.0 per cent. Just over half
(51.5 per cent) of all Gaelic speakers in Scotland lived in Eilean Siar, Highland and
Argyll & Bute, while the council areas containing the four largest cities together
accounted for a further 19.4 per cent, including 10.3 per cent in Glasgow City. At a
national level, the incidence of Gaelic speaking was slightly higher amongst females
(1.2 per cent) than males (1.1 per cent). Of those who reported Gaelic-speaking
ability nationally, 53.2 per cent were female and 46.8 per cent were male.

Literacy skills:

The council area distribution is somewhat different for people with literacy skills only
in Gaelic (that is, able to read and/or write, but not speak, Gaelic). Nationally, 0.1 per
cent of people aged 3 and over possessed literacy skills only in Gaelic, with this
proportion being very slightly higher for males than females. It was still the case that
the highest proportions were in Eilean Siar (0.9 per cent), Highland (0.3 per cent)
and Argyll & Bute (0.3 per cent). However, only 20.0 per cent of people with literacy
skills only in Gaelic lived in these three council areas compared with 34.9 per cent in
the council areas containing the four largest cities of Aberdeen, Dundee, Edinburgh
and Glasgow.

Council areas: change 2001-2011 (Table AT_001_2001)

Speaking skills:

Nationally, the proportion of people aged 3 and over who were Gaelic speakers fell
from 1.2 per cent in 2001 to 1.1 per cent in 2011, with similar reductions for both
males and females. The largest decreases between 2001 and 2011 were in the three
council areas with the highest proportion of Gaelic speakers: Eilean Siar (61.1 per
cent to 52.3 per cent), Highland (6.3 per cent to 5.4 per cent) and Argyll & Bute (4.7
per cent to 4.0 per cent). The proportion of all Gaelic speakers who lived in these
three areas fell from 55.5 per cent in 2001 to 51.5 per cent in 2011. There were slight
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increases in the proportion of the population who could speak Gaelic in 17 council
areas, with the three highest increases being in Aberdeenshire (0.2 percentage
points), East Ayrshire (0.2 percentage points) and Moray (0.15 percentage points).

Civil parish bands (Table AT_235 2011)

Looking first at the proportion of people aged 5 or over with any skills in Gaelic, there
was a steep gradient across the civil parish bands. In band A, a clear majority (68.4
per cent) had Gaelic skills and nearly one half (49.8 per cent) did so in B, with the
corresponding proportions for the other bands being: C (21.9 per cent), D (9.6 per
cent), E (3.5 per cent), F (1.0. per cent) and G (0.3 per cent). Nevertheless, the data
show that people with any Gaelic skills were spread across all five bands A to E, with
as many as 16.8 per cent in band E and just over a half (50.9 per cent) in the very
low-proportion band F. The distribution of people aged 5 and over with speaking
skills was similar: 17.3 per cent were in band E and 43.3 per cent in band F
(meaning that 60.6 per cent of Gaelic speakers aged 5 and over lived in civil
parishes where less than 5 per cent of the population spoke Gaelic). The proportion
of Gaelic speakers aged 5 and over who lived in communities where more than a
guarter of people were able to speak Gaelic (bands A and B) was 28.7 per cent.

In each of civil parish bands A to F, the proportion of people who could speak Gaelic
increased between ages 0 to 2 and ages 3 to 4: nationally there was an increase of
0.5 percentage points between the two age bands. A more detailed breakdown of
the Gaelic language skills data for these two age groups is provided in Section 2.1.2
(Gaelic language skills by age).

Civil parish bands: change 2001-2011 (Table AT_002_2001)

As noted previously, the proportion of people aged 3 and over who were Gaelic
speakers fell from 1.2 per cent in 2001 to 1.1 per cent in 2011). The extent of this fall
was greater in those areas with higher proportions of Gaelic speakers in the
population: it was 9.0 percentage points in civil parish band A, 8.1 in band B, 3.9 in
band C, 0.6 in band D and 0.2 in band E. Between 2001 and 2011, the number of
Gaelic speakers aged 3 and over decreased by 11.8 per cent in civil parish band A,
by 10.9 per cent in band B, by 17.7 per cent in band C, by 2.6 per cent in band D
and by 1.0 per cent in band E. The number of Gaelic speakers increased by 8.8 per
cent in band F. As a result, there was a slight shift between 2001 and 2011 in the
distribution of Gaelic speakers in 2011 to civil parishes where the proportion of
Gaelic speakers was lower. For example, between 2001 and 2011 the proportion of
Gaelic speakers who were in civil parish band A fell from 16.6 per cent to 14.9 per
cent, whereas it rose from 39.0 per cent to 43.2 per cent in band F.
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Figure 1: Gaelic language skills by sex, civil parish bands, 2011

B Any skills in Gaelic

% Speaks Gaelic

68 % 69 %
&0 80 % 61%
30
0 Band A

30

20 23 %
17 %
15 %
10
0 Band C
38%
3
2.7%
2 21 %
1
0 Band E

Males Females

Percentage of people within each category

2.1.2 Gaelic language skills by age

Scotland (Table AT_238 2011)

20

60

53 %

43 %
30 37 %

0 Band B

30

20

10 1%
8% 8%
6%
0 Band D

1
09%
0.6 % 0.5%
0 Band F

Males Females

In 2011, the incidence of people who were able to speak Gaelic was below the
national average (1.1 per cent) up to age 7, and then remained above it (except at
age 11) until age 15. The incidence of Gaelic speaking was below the national
average at ages 16 and 17 and in all the age bands from 18 to 24 up to 45 to 54. It
then rises above the national average again for people aged 55 and over. The peak
incidence of Gaelic-speaking ability was at ages 75 and over (1.2 per cent), 65 to 74

(1.4 per cent) and at age 8 (1.3 per cent).

© Crown Copyright 2015
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Scotland: change 2001-2011 (Table AT_005 2001)

Between 2001 and 2011, there were increases in the proportion of people who were
Gaelic speakers at each single year of age up to 17, and decreases at older ages,
with the extent of the decrease generally increasing with age. Thus there has been a
shift downwards in the age distribution of Gaelic speakers - in 2011, 16.5 per cent of
Gaelic speakers were aged 0 to 17, compared with 15.2 per cent in 2001. Moreover,
that shift was not because of overall demographic change in the Scottish population:
among people who cannot speak Gaelic, there was an increase between 2001 and
2011 in their proportion only of people ages 0 to 2, 18 to 24 and 45 and over.

Council areas (Table AT _236_2011)

In 2011, there were two peaks in relation to the percentage of the population who
could speak Gaelic by age group: one at older ages and one in the school-age
years. 1.5 per cent of people aged 65 and over and 1.2 per cent of those aged 50 to
64 were able to speak Gaelic, while 1.1 per cent of 5to 11 year olds and of 12 to 17
year olds were able to do so. These were the only age groups where the proportion
of Gaelic speakers was equal to or greater than the overall national average of 1.1
per cent.

These patterns varied by council area. In Eilean Siar and Highland the proportion of
the population who were Gaelic speakers for all age groups (apart from 0 to 2) was
well over 1.1 per cent. In Highland the highest proportion was for those aged 12 to
17 (7.9 per cent, compared with 7.1 per cent at age 65 and over). In Argyll & Bute,
the highest proportion was also for those aged 12 to 17 (6.3 per cent).

These patterns show that the population of people who can speak Gaelic tends to be
more concentrated in school age groups and in older age groups than the population
of people who cannot speak Gaelic. Nationally, the proportion of Gaelic speakers
who were aged 65 and over (23.6 per cent) was higher than the proportion of non-
Gaelic speakers who were aged 65 and over (16.7 per cent). This was true in 26 of
the 32 council areas.

Another way of looking at this is that 45.0 per cent of the Gaelic-speaking population
were aged 50 and over, compared with 36.4 per cent of the population who could not
speak Gaelic. The proportions in the school-age groups (5 to 17) were much closer:
14.4 per cent of Gaelic speakers and 14.6 per cent of people who could not speak
Gaelic were aged 5 to 17.
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Council areas: ¢ hange 2001-2011 (Table AT_003_2001)

Between 2001 and 2011, there was an increase in the proportion of people who
could speak Gaelic at all age bands up to 17, and a decrease in all other age groups.
The largest increase was at ages 5 to 11 (from 0.9 per cent to 1.1 per cent), and the
largest decrease was at age 65 and over (from 1.8 per cent to 1.5 per cent). In
Eilean Siar, the incidence of Gaelic speaking fell between 2001 and 2011 in all age
groups except 3 to 4 (where it increased from 26.8 per cent to 29.5 per cent).

However, between 2001 and 2011 the number of Gaelic speakers increased or
remained stable in all age groups up to age 24; the highest percentage increases
were at the youngest age ranges, including an increase of 30.0 per cent for 3 to 4
year olds, but there were also increases at ages 18 to 24 (12.0 per cent) and 5 to 11
(8.8 per cent). Decreases were seen in the number of Gaelic speakers in all age
groups of people aged 25 and over, with the largest percentage decrease at ages 25
to 34 (10.0 per cent).

Civil parish bands (Table AT_237_2011)

Any skills:

For Scotland as a whole, in 2011 the proportion of people with any skills in Gaelic
(that is, reporting at least one of understanding, speaking, reading or writing Gaelic)
increased with age: it was under the national average of 1.7 per cent for all age
groups up to and including 25 to 34, and above it thereafter. But this pattern was not
the same in each civil parish band. In band A, there was a fairly flat gradient after
age group 3 to 4, with around two thirds of people aged 5 and over reporting
themselves to have at least one of the four skills in Gaelic, until age 65 and over
where it rises to 79.0 per cent. Band B had a similar pattern to A, but with the
proportion of people with Gaelic skills being around 40-50 per cent between the ages
of 5 and 64, and 65.8 per cent at 65 and over. In civil parish bands C and D, the
pattern was quite different. Here the high points were in the secondary school years
and in the older age group: for example, in both civil parish bands, the highest
proportion of any skills in Gaelic was at ages 12 to 17, being 35.1 per cent in band C
and 14.9 per cent in band D. The second highest proportion in both these civil parish
bands was in the 65 and over age group, at 27.7 per cent in band C and 12.7 per
cent in band D. In civil parish bands E, F and G the pattern was again similar to that
in bands A and B, but at much lower levels (with a plateau at ages 5 to 64 of 3-4 per
cent in band E, of 0.5-1.2 per cent in band F, and of 0.1- 0.5 per cent in band G).

All skills:

For people aged 3 and over who had all Gaelic skills (that is, can understand, speak,
read and write Gaelic), the highest proportion overall was at ages 12 to 17 (0.9 per
cent) and ages 65 and over (0.8 per cent). These two peaks were reflected in civil
parish bands A and B. The peaka g e f Gaelice & | was 12 @0 17 in civil parish
bands C, D and E. Civil parish band F had a similar proportion for all Gaelic skills in
all age groups for people aged 5 and over.
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Oracy only:

Combining the skills categories6 Speaks but does not read
6Understands but does notgivesanadekoforat ead or
language skills. There was a rise in incidence of these exclusively oral skills before
children reach school age (0.4 per cent at ages 0 to 2 and 0.8 per cent at ages 3 to

4), and then a fall at the school ages (0.5 per cent at ages 5 to 11 and 0.4 per cent at
ages 12 to 17). In contrast, the proportion of people with all Gaelic skills increased

from 0.7 per cent for 5 to 11 year olds to 0.9 per cent for 12 to 17 year olds. The
incidence of those with oracy only skills in Gaelic is above the national average for

all age bands for people aged 25 and over.

Speaking skills :

There are peaks in speaking ability in the school-age groups in each of the civil
parish bands: it was at ages 5 to 11 in band A (54.9 per cent) and band F (0.5 per
cent); and at ages 12 to 17 in bands B (41.3 per cent), C (30.3 per cent), D (13.1 per
cent) and E (2.8 per cent). In bands C and D, these school-age peaks were higher
than the peak at older ages. Correspondingly i looking at this as the percentage
distribution of people who can speak Gaelic T the proportion of Gaelic speakers who
were in age group 5 to 11 was higher than the corresponding proportion of people
who could not speak Gaelic, both nationally and in civil parish bands C, D, E and F.
The same was true for age group 12 to 17 in civil parish bands B, C, D and E.

Literacy only:

The proportion of literacy only skills peaks nationally at ages 18 to 24 and 25 to 34.
Such peaks are seen in civil parish bands E and F. However, peaks for this linguistic
skill set in civil parish bands A and B were at ages 12 to 17 and ages 18 to 24,
respectively; at ages 35 to 49 in bands D and G; and at ages 50 to 64 in band C.

Civil parish bands: change 2001-2011 (Table AT_004_2001)

In civil parish band A, the proportion of Gaelic speakers fell between 2001 and 2011
in all age groups except ages 3 to 4. The same was true in band B, though the
exception here was at ages 0 to 2 rather than 3 to 4. In the other civil parish bands,
there was generally an increase between 2001 and 2011 in proportion of Gaelic
speakers in younger age groups. In band C there was an increase in all age groups
up to 34 except at ages 12 to 17; in band D an increase up to age 24; in band E an
increase up to age 17; and in band F an increase up to age 49 except at ages 18 to
24. These changes suggest a process by which the extension of Gaelic-speaking
skills is mainly taking places outside the areas where Gaelic is spoken by over a
quarter of those in the community. Indeed, in numerical terms, only civil parish band
F (parishes in which between 0.01 per cent and 1.09 per cent of the population
speaks Gaelic) showed an increase in the number of Gaelic speakers between 2001
and 2011, with an increase of 9.1 per cent.
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Figure 2: Gaelic language skills by age, civil parish bands, 2011
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2.1.3 Gaelic language skills by marital or civil partnership status

Scotland

A comparison of the marital or civil partnership status of Gaelic speakers and of
people who do not speak Gaelic aged 16 and over shows a higher proportion of
Gaelic speakerstobe 6 wi d o weesdrviving partner from a same-sex civil

part ne0S8parqed cqmpared with 7.7 per cent). The proportions of Gaelic
speakers and non-Gaelic speakers in the other marital or civil partnership status
categories are similar: single (33.9 per cent, 35.4 per cent), married or in a same-sex
civil partnership (44.6 per cent, 45.4 per cent) and separated or divorced (10.7 per
cent, 11.4 per cent).

Figure 3: Gaelic language skills by marital or civil partnership status, Scotland,
2011
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Single comprises people who have never been married or been in a registered same-sex civil partnership

Married comprises people who are married or in a registered same-sex civil partnership

Separated or Divorced comprises people who are separated (but still legally married or in a registered same-sex civil
partnership), or who are divorced or formerly in a registered same-sex civil partnership which is now legally dissolved
Widowed comprises people who are widowed or a surviving partner from a registered same-sex civil partnership
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Council areas and civil parish bands

Although there was variation in the proportion of people aged 16 and over in each
marital or civil partnership status category between council areas (table

AT _239 2011) and between civil parish bands (table AT_240_2011), there was
typically a similar proportion of Gaelic speakers and non-Gaelic speakers in each
marital status group within a geographical area. For example, in Highland 29.7 per
cent of Gaelic speakers and 30.7 per cent of non-Gaelic speakers aged 16 and over
were single, while 48.6 per cent of Gaelic speakers and 49.8 per cent of non-Gaelic
speakers were married or in a same-sex civil partnership. In contrast, in Glasgow
City, 55.5 per cent of Gaelic speakers and 49.1 per cent of non-Gaelic speakers
were single, and 26.6 per cent of Gaelic speakers and 31.1 per cent non-Gaelic
speakers were married or in a same-sex civil partnership.

Council areas and civil parish bands: change 2001-2011

Although the incidence of Gaelic speakers in each marital status category decreased
from 2001 to 2011 (except separated or divorced which stayed the same), a
decrease in the number of Gaelic speakers between 2001 and 2011 was seen in
only two of these categories: married or same-sex civil partnership (10.1 per cent
decrease) and widowed or surviving partner of a same-sex civil partnership (18.4 per
cent decrease). A numerical increase was seen in the single category (9.0 per cent
increase). Patterns of change over time in Gaelic language skills by marital or civil
partnership status varied by council area and by civil parish band (as shown in tables
AT_006_2001 and AT_007_2001 compared with AT_239 2011 and AT_240 _2011).

2.1.4 Gaelic language skills of children by prevalence of Gaelic language skills
in the household

There are two formats for investigating the Gaelic language skills of children by
prevalence of Gaelic language skills in the household. The first presents the Gaelic
language skills of children (of different age groups) by the proportion of adults with
any Gaelic language skills in the household. The second format for investigating the
Gaelic language skills of children by prevalence of Gaelic language skills in the
household presents the Gaelic language skills of children (of different age groups) by
the sex of adults with any Gaelic language skills in the household.

17
© Crown Copyright 2015 National Records of Scotland



a) Chi | dr e n 6skillsGwnthd proportion of adults with any Gaelic skills
in the household

Scotland (Table AT_242 2011)

At ages 0 to 2 and 3 to 4, there was an increasing incidence of Gaelic-speaking
ability as the proportion of adults in the household with Gaelic skills rises: from 0.1
per cent where no adults in the household had any Gaelic skills to 14.6 per cent
where all adults in the household had some Gaelic skills for the 0 to 2 age range,
and from 0.2 per cent to 37.8 per cent for the 3 to 4 age range.

Where all adults in the household had some Gaelic skills, the incidence of Gaelic-
speaking ability among children was 14.6 per cent amongst children aged 0 to 2,
37.8 per cent amongst children aged 3 to 4, 48.6 per cent at ages 5to 11 and 46.3
per cent at ages 12 to 17. Similar patterns of increase i but at lower levels of
incidence - were seen across the child age ranges for the other household language

types.

However, looking at this another way, as the distribution of Gaelic-speaking children
across households with different proportions of adults with Gaelic language
competence, it can be see that a high proportion of Gaelic-speaking children lived in
households in which no adults had Gaelic language skills. The proportions were 34.8
per cent for the 0 to 2 age group, 24.7 per cent for 3 to 4, 36.1 per cent for 5to 11
and 39.3 per cent for 12 to 17. At the other end of the scale, the proportions of
Gaelic-speaking children who lived in households where all adults had Gaelic
language skills were 46.8 per cent for the 0 to 2 age group, 51.4 per cent for 3 to 4,
41.4 per cent for 5to 11 and 35.9 per cent for 12 to 17.

Civil parish bands (Table AT_243 2011)

Almost without exception, in all civil parish bands, and in all age groups, the highest
incidence of Gaelic-speaking skills of children was in households where all adults
had some Gaelic skills. The only exception was band A, for age group 0 to 2, where
the highest proportion was where >0%-<50 per cent of adults had some Gaelic skills
(25.0 per cent), but this was only slightly higher than the incidence where all adults
had some Gaelic skills (23.3 per cent).

In households where all adults had some Gaelic skills, and for the age groups 3 to 4
and 5 to 11, the highest incidence of Gaelic-speaking ability of children was in civil
parish band A, and there was a downward gradient of the incidence of speaking
skills across bands C to E (though band B had lower incidence than band C). For
age group 12 to 17 (and where all adults could speak Gaelic) the downward gradient
was across all bands A to E. For households where half or more of the adults could
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speak Gaelic, and for age groups 3to 4, 5to 11 and 12 to 17, the highest incidence
of Gaelic-speaking ability amongst children was in band A. There was a downward
gradient of incidence from band C to band E, but B had a lower incidence than C.

The percentage of Gaelic-speaking children who lived in households where no adult
had any Gaelic skills had a peak in band D for age groups 3to 4 and 12 to 17, and
came close to having a peak in band D for age group 5 to 11. For example, for age
12 to 17, 52.2 per cent of Gaelic speakers in band D were in households where no
adult had any Gaelic skills; the corresponding percentages for this age group in other
civil parish bands were 15.5 per cent in A, 18.4 per cent in B, 49.9 per centin C, 48.8
per cent in E and 46.1 per cent in F. The percentage of Gaelic-speaking children in
households where all adults had some Gaelic skills was at its lowest in band D for
the three age groups 3to 4, 5to 11 and 12 to 17.
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Figure 4: Gaelic-speaking ability of children by age by proportion of adults in
household with any Gaelic language skills, civil, parish bands, 2011
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Amongst children of ages 0 to 2 and 3 to 4, the highest incidence of Gaelic-speaking
ability was in households where both male and female adults had some Gaelic skills.
For example, 17.1 per cent of O to 2 year olds and 47.7 per cent of 3 to 4 year olds
living in such households were reported to speak Gaelic, compared with national
averages of 0.2 per cent and 0.7 per cent respectively for these age groups. In
households where all the adults who had some Gaelic skills were female, the
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incidence of Gaelic-speaking ability amongst the children was two-to-three times
higher than that of households where all the adults who had some Gaelic skills were
male, for these lower age bands: at age 0 to 2, the proportion was 4.3 per cent
compared with 2.0 per cent; at age 3 to 4, the figures are 17.9 per cent compared
with 5.3 per cent.

Similar patterns of incidence hold for ages 5to 11 and 12 to 17, but at much higher
levels. Where both male and female adults had some Gaelic skills, 61.1 per cent of 5
to 11 year olds could speak Gaelic, 46.2 per cent had all Gaelic skills, and 70.3 per
cent had some Gaelic skills. The corresponding proportions for ages 12 to 17 were
58.2 per cent, 48.0 per cent and 70.2 per cent.

At ages 0 to 2 and 3 to 4, whilst the largest incidence of Gaelic-speaking children
was in households where both male and female adults had some Gaelic skills (38.8
per cent of 0 to 2 year old Gaelic speakers, and 42.3 per cent of 3 to 4 year olds), a
large proportion of such children were in households where no adults had any Gaelic
language skills (34.8 per cent of 0 to 2 year olds, and 24.7 per cent of 3 to 4 year
olds). The remainder of Gaelic-speaking children were in households where either
female adults or male adults had some Gaelic skills. For both the 0 to 2 and 3 to 4
age groups, a higher proportion of Gaelic-speaking children were in households
where all adults who had Gaelic skills were female than where all adults who had
Gaelic skills were male: in the O to 2 age group, 19.8 per cent compared with 6.8 per
cent; in the 3 to 4 age group, 27.2 per cent compared with 5.8 per cent.

At both the primary school stage (5 to 11 years) and the secondary school stage (12
to 17 years), the largest group of Gaelic speakers lived in households where no adult
had any Gaelic skills (36.1 per cent at ages 5to 11, and 39.3 per cent at ages 12 to
17). Just under one in three Gaelic-speaking children aged 5to 11 or 12 to 17 lived
in households where both male and female adults had some Gaelic skills (30.9 per
cent for age 5to 11, 27.4 per cent for age 12 to 17). As with the younger age groups,
a higher proportion of Gaelic-speaking children were in households where all adults
with Gaelic skills were female than from households where all adults with Gaelic
skills were male: in the 5 to 11 age group, 25.9 per cent compared with 7.1 per cent;
in the 12 to 17 age group, 23.3 per cent compared with 10.1 per cent.

Civil parish bands (Table AT_244 2011)

Table AT_241 2011 has already shown that having both female and male adults
with Gaelic is associated with relatively high levels of Gaelic skills among children.
Moreover, having only female adults with any Gaelic skills is associated with more
children being able to speak Gaelic than having only male adults with any Gaelic
skills.

21
© Crown Copyright 2015 National Records of Scotland



In civil parish band A, the high incidence of Gaelic-speaking ability amongst children
where both male and female adults in the household had Gaelic skills was sustained
to age 17: it was 63.4 per cent at ages 3to 4, 70.9 per cent at ages 5to 11 and 72.9
per cent at ages 12 to 17. In band B, this rising gradient was steeper, and the
incidence of Gaelic-speaking ability in such households reached 68.5 per cent
amongst children aged 12 to 17. Band C was similar to B, with high values (of 67.6
per cent at ages 5 to 11 and 57.8 per cent at 12 to 17) when male and female adults
had Gaelic skills. In bands D and E, the proportions of children aged 5 to 11 and 12
to 17 who could speak Gaelic was still over half in households where both male and
female adults had Gaelic skills. In the combined civil parish bands F and G, that was
still true for children aged 5 to 11 (56.5 per cent) and aged 12 to 17 (41.6 per cent).

Where all adults who had at least one Gaelic skill were female, the proportion of
children aged 5 to 11 able to speak Gaelic was over 40 per cent in civil parish bands
Ato D: A (57.1 per cent), B (44.1 per cent), C (46.6 per cent) and D (43.8 per cent).
The same was true for children aged 12 to 17: the proportion of children able to
speak Gaelic in households where all adults who had some Gaelic skills were female
was 56.2 per cent in band A, 48.4 per cent in band B, 53.7 per cent in band C and
445 per cent in band D. In civil parish band E, this proportion was 24.5 per cent and
in the combined civil parish bands F and G it was 13.1 per cent.

Where all adults in the household who had at least one Gaelic skill were male, the
proportion of children aged 5 to 11 able to speak Gaelic was 35.7 per cent in civil
parish band A, 25.7 per cent in band B, 27.0 per cent in band C, 16.2 per cent in
band D, 10 per cent in band E and 6.5 per cent in the combined F & G band.

Looking at the distribution of Gaelic-speaking children across the categories of adult
Gaelic language skills in the household, it can be seen that, at the Scotland level,
only a minority of children who could speak Gaelic were in households where both
male and female adults had some Gaelic skills: 38.8 per cent at ages 0 to 2, 42.3 per
cent at ages 3 to 4, 30.9 per cent at ages 5to 11 and 27.4 per cent at ages 12 to 17.
Indeed, for the latter two age groups the largest proportion of Gaelic-speaking
children was in households where no adults had any Gaelic skills (36.1 per cent at
ages 5to 11 and 39.3 per cent at ages 12 to 17). In civil parish bands A and B, the
largest proportions of children who could speak Gaelic were in households where
both male and female adults had some Gaelic skills. In band C, the pattern was
similar to the national pattern, where at ages 5to 11 and 12 to 17 the largest
proportion was where no adults had any Gaelic skills. In band D, that latter pattern
held also for ages 3 to 4, and in band E it held for all ages. In the combined F & G
band, it also held except for ages 3 to 4, where the largest group was again those
where both male and female adults had some Gaelic skills.
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2.1.5 Gaelic language skills by country of birth

Scotland (Table AT_245 2011)

The highest incidence in every category of Gaelic skills was for people whose
country of birth was the Republic of Ireland. For example, it was 6.9 per cent for any
Gaelic skills, followed by people born in the EU Accession countries (those countries
that joined the EU between April 2001 and March 2011°%) (2.1 per cent), North
America (1.7 per cent) and the UK (1.7 per cent).

For all Gaelic skills, the next highest country of birth category after the Republic of
Ireland (0.9 per cent) was North America and the UK (both with 0.7 per cent).

For Gaelic-speaking ability, the next highest country of birth category after the
Republic of Ireland (1.7 per cent) was the UK (1.2 per cent) and then North America
(1.1 per cent).

For Gaelic literacy only skills, the next highest country of birth category after the

Republic of Ireland (2.3 per cent) was North America (0.3 per cent) followed by non-
European Union countries within Europe (0.2 per cent).

Figure 5: Gaelic language skills by country of birth, Scotland, 2011
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Amongst all those who reported themselves to be Gaelic speakers in the 2011
Census, 95.6 per cent were born in the UK, 1.1 per cent in EU Accession countries,
0.9 per cent in the Middle East or Asia and 0.7 per cent in the Republic of Ireland.

Scotland: change 2001-2011 (AT_008_2001)

The most notable change between 2001 and 2011 was in the growing share of
Gaelic speakers who were born in the countries that joined the EU after 2001: in
2001, their share of Gaelic speakers was just 0.03 per cent, whereas in 2011 it was
1.1 per cent. The share from Africa also rose, from 0.2 per cent to 0.4 per cent, while
the share from the Republic of Ireland fell from 1.7 per cent to 0.7 per cent.

2.1.6 Gaelic language skills by ethnic group

Scotland (Table AT_246 2011)

The highest incidence of Gaelic-speaking ability was i nWHitdh ler i6 s3pér ( 1.

cent)y aWhite:8c ot t i gdndent)(ethniclroups; these were the only groups

with a proportion above the national average of 1.1 per cent. The proportion of

Gaelic speakers was lower within the other ethnic group categories: 6 Car i bbean or
Black @L.0 percent), Miéx ed or mul t i (0I9 per ant)hdVhite otter o u p 6
white [not Scot t(0.&percent),6iA$ hi ocpendBm)(dBiandB.5 6
percent) aWhite:dt her Br ipercesthd (0. 4

However, the pattern of incidence was different for children aged 3-17. The highest

proportion of Gaelic speakers wasi n  White: otlder white [not Scottish, Irish or

British]6ethnic group (1.4 per cent), while other ethnic groups with an incidence

above the national average (1.1 per cent) for thisage groupwer e : 6 Car i bbean o
Bl ac kperdertt).,2 6 Af Epeccandnd il x ed or mul ti plle et hn
per cent). In contrast with older ages, the proportion of Gaelic speakers among

@White: 1 ri shdé i n wadsilow (0.& geecerd) compaped with 1.3 per cent for

those aged 18 and over.

Such differences in the ethnicity profiles of Gaelic speakers by age can be seen in a
comparison of the 3 to 17 and 18 and over age groups. Amongst the 3 to 17 age
groups, 96.1 per cent of Gaelic speakers were in a white ethnic group and 3.9 per
cent were from other ethnic groups. Amongst the 18 and over age group, the
corresponding figures were 98.5 per cent and 1.5 per cent.

The proportion of Gaelic speakers who were white (98.5 per cent) was higher than
that of people who were non-Gaelic speakers (96.4 per cent). The gap was slightly
less at ages 3-17 (96.1 per cent compared with 94.8 per cent) than for those aged 18
and over (98.5 per cent compared with 96.4 per cent).
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2.2 Gaelic language skills by national identity

Scotland (Table AT_249 2011)

Looking at Gaelic skills by national identity across Scotland allows more detailed

combinations of skills to be analysed. For any Gaelic skills, there was a peak

incidence in the category of &cottish and any other identitiesé ¢ a t (.3 per vy

cent), followed by @®ther identity only6(2.1 p e r ¢ e nScojtishadantity anlyd ( 1. 9

per cent). In terms of the distribution of national identity categories among Gaelic

speakers and among non-Gaelic speakers, the largest category by far for both of

these groupswas 06 Sc ot t i s h73i0¢er cent and §2.1 par teptd

respectively. Having a non-UK identity (Scottish and other identity, other identity

only, or other identity and at least one UK identity) was slightly less common among

Gaelic speakers (5.1 per cent) than among non-Gaelic speakers (6.6 per cent).

Indeed, of those people with any Gaelic skills, the proportion reporting only

understanding or only literacy competencies was higher for those reporting a non-UK

identity (59.3 per cent) than for those reportnga UK nati onal identity
identity onlyé, O6British identity onlyd, 06Sc
identity onlydéd, O6Any ot h@&ld4percenm).i nati on of UK

Council areas (Table AT_247_2011)

Across Scotland, the highest proportions of being able to speak Gaelic were for
people with Scottish identity only (1.3 per cent), Scottish and British identities only
(1.0 per cent) or Scottish combined with other identities (1.3 per cent).

A higher proportion of people who can speak Gaelicwas i n t heidedgtyoaot y dsh
category than of people who were non-Gaelic speakers (73.0 per cent compared
with 62.1 per cent). This was the case in every council area. In total, 91.2 per cent of
people who could speak Gaelic had a Scottish identity (either as their only identity or
in combination with other identities), as compared with 82.4 per cent of non-Gaelic
speakers. Just 5.1 per cent of Gaelic speakers reported having a non-UK national
identity (Scottish and other identity, other identity only, or other identity and at least
one UK identity), as compared with 6.6 per cent of non-Gaelic speakers. This varied
by council area, being much more prevalent amongst Gaelic speakers in the cities
Aberdeen City (15.3 per cent), Edinburgh (14.5 per cent), Glasgow (9.6 per cent)
and Dundee (7.2 per cent) - than in council areas in the traditional Gaelic-speaking
areas of Eilean Siar (1.0 per cent), Highland (2.7 per cent) and Argyll & Bute (2.7 per
cent).
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Civil parish bands (Table AT_248 2011)

Civil parish bands A, B, C and D show clear peaks in the proportion of Gaelic

speakersfort he t wo cScattishgidentity enk/dard &cottish and British

identities o n | ity @ach case the proportion was quite similar for these two

categories. Thus where the capacity to speak Gaelic was most common in the

community, it was as common among people who combine Scottish and British

identities as among people who had a Scottish identity only. In band E, the

proportion in the &cottish identity onlyd ¢ a t e gatearly theahgglsest, and in band

F the highest proportion was in the category of &cottishand any ot her i dent
category.

Looking at national identity amongst Gaelic speakers provides an alternative way to

analyse the patterns. Although in every civil parish band, a greater proportion of

people who could speak Gaelicwas i n t heidedtiyoot ydbshategory t hsa
people who could not speak Gaelic, the proportion of Gaelic speakers reporting a

non-UK identity increases as the proportion of Gaelic speakers in the community

decreases: people with such an identity as one of their identities constituted 1.1 per

cent of Gaelic speakers in civil parish band A, 1.2 per cent in band B, 2.5 per cent in

band C, 2.8 per cent in band D, 4.5 per cent in band E and 8.6 per cent in band F.
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Figure 6: Gaelic language skills by national identity, civil parish bands, 2011
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2.3 Gaelic language skills by religion

Council areas (Table AT_250_2011)

Nationally, the highest proportion of Gaelic speakerswas amdbh ped Chri sti an
(Christians who are not Catholic or Church of Scotland) (2.9 per cent), followed by

&hurch of Scotland6(1.4 per cent). The category of dNo religionéhad the lowest

proportion of Gaelic speakers (0.7 per cent).

This varied by council area. In Eilean Siar, the highest proportion of Gaelic speakers
was for the @ther Christian6(66.6 per cent) and d&Roman Catholicd(65.9 per cent)
categories. In Argyll & Bute, it was highest for &hurch of Scotland6(5.4 per cent),
followed by &Roman Catholic6(3.9 per cent). In Highland, the highest proportion was
for @ther Christiand(10.2 per cent),f o | | o wReman BEatholidd(6.6 per cent) and
&hurch of Scotlandé(6.0 per cent).

The cat e direy o fed theghighest @ropdrteon of Gaelic speakers in 20
council areas: Aberdeenshire, Angus, Clackmannanshire, Dumfries & Galloway,
East Ayrshire, East Lothian, Falkirk, Fife, Inverclyde, Midlothian, Moray, North
Ayrshire, North Lanarkshire, Orkney Islands, Perth & Kinross, Renfrewshire, Scottish
Borders, South Ayrshire, South Lanarkshire and West Lothian.

Two fifths (40.1 per cent) of Gaelic speakers were in the &hurch of Scotlandd

category, 22.0 per cent in &No religionéand 14.5 per cent in each of 6 R o m@atholic
andt ber Ch Afursheri2.2 per cént of Gaelic speakers were in the @ther

r el i aptegory, dvhile 6.6 per cent did not state a religion. Compared with the

national distribution of non-Gaelic speakers by religion, Gaelic speakers had higher
proportions in the categoriesof 6 Ch ur ¢ h o f(40.5 meocent cmparéd with
33.0percent)a n ®the&r Ch r (14.5 peracenbcompared with 5.5 per cent); and

a lower proportioni n m@lgion6(22.0 per cent compared with 36.2 per cent). The
proportions for 6 R o m@atholic§ @ther religiondand dreligion not statedéwere

similar across Gaelic speakersandnon-Gael i ¢ speakers.Otfeuch find
religiond may s e e mthisaategory had thenhighest propertron df h a t
Gaelic speakers in 20 of the 32 council areas in Scotland. However, these areas
constitute only 24 per cent of Gaelic speakers nationally, and within each council
areathetotaln umber s wOtt he m rt elei @weoerthé snalest ef gliofr v
the religious categories.
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Civil parish bands (Table AT_251 2011)

The incidence of people with any Gaelic skills among religious categories varied
according to the proportion of Gaelic speaking in the local population. In civil parish
band A, the category with highest proportion was &Roman Catholic6(79.7 per cent),
followed by &hurch of Scotland6(76.9 per cent) and @ther Christiand(75.3 per cent).
In band B, the highest was @ther Christiand(65.3 per cent), then &hurch of
Scotland6(56.6 per cent). That pattern was similar, at much lower levels, in band E
(6.2 per cent and 4.3 per cent respectively). In band C, &hurch of Scotlandéwas
highest (29.3 per cent); in band D &Roman Catholicéwas highest (13.3 per cent); and
in band F the highest was for @ther religiond(1.7 per cent).

The proportion of the Gaelic-speaking population who were Christian (Roman

Catholic, Church of Scotland, and Other Christian) decreased with the density of

Gaelic speakers in the civil parish band. The proportion was 88.1 per cent in band A,

with the corresponding proportions for bands B to F being: 81.4 per cent, 70.6 per

cent, 71.3 per cent, 65.8 per centand 59.7 percentt. The proMNortelbingi ohod
and OQbheé r el i gdinahe 6ppasite direai@swhilst 7.5 per cent of

Gaelic speakers in civil parish band A were of no religion, the figure was 29.0 per
centinbandF.The f i goOtrteer frometeid.gpeocendin band A and 3.8

per cent in band F. Non-Gaelic speakers in these civil parish bands do not exhibit

such trends i with proportions of the population reporting a Christian religion being

between 52 per cent and 59 per cent in each instance, proportions of no religion

being between 30 percentand 36 percent, and proportions of &éoth
between 1 per cent and 5 per cent.

The religious diversity of the Gaelic-speaking population in civil parish band F (which

has between 0.01 per cent and 1.1 per cent of the population speaking Gaelic) is

shown by the fact thatOther trhedsdahd@hemmdd hae ca
proportion of Gaelic speakers than of people who could not speak Gaelic. That was

not the case in any other civil parish band.

29
© Crown Copyright 2015 National Records of Scotland



Figure 7: Gaelic language skills by religion, civil parish bands, 2011
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2.4 Gaelic language skills by highest educational qualification

Council areas (Table AT_252_2011)

Nationally, there was a tendency for people with higher levels of educational
qualifications to have higher incidence of Gaelic skills. This was true in relation to
people with any Gaelic skills, all skills, speaking ability and literacy skills only. For
example, the proportion of people with any skills in Gaelic amongst those with a
Level 4 qualification (university degree level) was 2.4 per cent compared with 1.3 per
cent among people with no qualifications. The corresponding figures for people with
all skills in Gaelic were 0.9 per cent and 0.4 per cent; for those with speaking ability
they were 1.4 per cent and 0.9 per cent; and for those with literacy skills only they
were 0.3 per cent and 0.1 per cent. But it was also true that the proportion in the
cat edNor gual i wasaclightly h@gmestidan the Level 1 qualifications
category (basic school qualifications) for people with any skills and with all skills, but
not for those with literacy skills only.

Looking at the distribution of qualifications within the Gaelic-speaking population in
Scotland (aged 16 to 74), a U-shaped curve is evident. Whilst the highest proportion
of Gaelic speakers had a Level 4 qualification (35.9 per cent), the next highest
proportions were at the lower end of the qualifications scale, with 19.7 per cent in the
0 dlqualificationsd c a tamdylG.2 peri n Leketloaategory (a total of 37.0 per
cent with no, or basic, qualifications). Compared with people who do not speak
Gaelic, the Gaelic-speaking population had a higher proportion of people with Level
4 qualifications (35.9 per cent compared with 27.0 per cent), and had a lower
proportion of people with no or just Level 1 qualifications (37.0 per cent compared
with 47.3 per cent). Similar proportions of Gaelic speakers and non-Gaelic speakers
had their highest level of qualification as Level 2 and Level 3.

In all council areas except Eilean Siar, the proportion of Gaelic speakers with a Level
4 qualification was higher than the corresponding proportion for non-Gaelic
speakers, and in all council areas except Eilean Siar and Argyll & Bute the proportion
of Gaelic speakers with no qualifications was lower than the corresponding
proportion amongst the non-Gaelic speaking population. The proportions of the
population within each qualifications band differs by council area, but in 21 council
areas the proportion of the Gaelic-speaking population who held Level 4
gualifications was higher than the national figure for Gaelic speakers (35.9 per cent),
reflecting the high levels of qualifications amongst Gaelic speakers in these areas.
This proportion ranged from 54.7 per cent in City of Edinburgh down to 36.2 per cent
in Midlothian.
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The opposite pattern was exhibited in Eilean Siar. Here, a higher proportion of Gaelic
speakers than non-Gaelic speakers had no qualifications (30.5 per cent compared
with 18.2 per cent), and a lower proportion of Gaelic speakers than non-Gaelic
speakers had Level 4 qualifications (24.4 per cent compared with 30.7 per cent). In
Argyll & Bute, a higher proportion of Gaelic speakers than non-Gaelic speakers had
no qualifications (24.1 per cent compared with 20.7 per cent), but the proportion of
Gaelic speakers at Level 4 followed the pattern elsewhere of being higher than for
non-Gaelic speakers (33.8 per cent compared with 29.1 per cent).

Council areas: change 2001-2011* (Table AT_009_2001)

The tendency for the incidence of Gaelic-speaking skills to be higher among people
with high qualifications was found in 2001 as well as in 2011, and the small amount
of variation in that pattern across council areas was similar in 2001 and 2011 (with all
council areas except Eilean Siar and Argyll & Bute having the highest proportion of
Gaelic speakers amongst the Level 4 qualifications group).

In terms of change between 2001 and 2011 in the number of Gaelic speakers in
different qualification categories, the largest decrease was seen in the 6 ol
gualifications6category (37.2 per cent); and the biggest increases were seen in the
Level 3 category (45.4 per cent) and in the Level 4 category (26.8 per cent). These
changes to some extent reflect changes in the education level of the population
generally, among whom there was a drop of 26.8 per cent in the number of people
with no qualifications, and increases of 58.9 per cent and 48.1 per cent respectively
in the numbers at Levels 3 and 4. Nevertheless, it is notable that there was a lower
proportionate rise in the number of Gaelic speakers at these high levels of education
than there was in the population as a whole. Overall, the number of Gaelic speakers
aged 16 to 74 decreased by 2.5 per cent between 2001 and 2011.

With regard to council areas, the biggest percentage changes between 2001 and

2011 in the number of Gaelic speakers with different levels of educational

qualifications occurred in Eilean Siar, Highland, Glasgow City and Argyll & Bute. In

Eilean Siar, the number of Gaelic speakers with no qualifications decreased by 39.1

per cent, and the numbers with Level 3 and 4 qualifications increased by 63.0 per

cent and 35.9 per cent respectively. Then umber of Gaeli c speakers
gual i ficati on s OeasedirHgpland, Argyd & Bute andl Slasgow City

(by 46.5 per cent, 47.8 per cent and 44.4 per cent respectively), while there were

increases in the number of Gaelic speakers with Level 4 qualifications in Highland

(24.6 per cent), Argyll & Bute (42.7 per cent) and Glasgow City (42.2 per cent). Such

* Changes to the tick box categories for the question on qualifications iAGh& @nsus questionnaireean
that comparisons between 2001 and 2011 kighest level of educational qualification should be treated with
care Seehttp://www.scotlandscensus.gouk/variablesclassification/highestevelqualificationfor further
detalils.
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trends indicate the emergence of a more highly qualified Gaelic-speaking population
over time.

Civil parish bands (Table AT_253 2011)

The association between Gaelic skills and education level varied according to the
local incidence of Gaelic speaking. In civil parish bands A and B, Level 4
gualifications had the lowest incidence of any Gaelic skills, and people with no
gualifications had the highest incidence. That is to say, out of all the people with no
gualifications in civil parish band A, 76.9 per cent had skills in Gaelic, compared with
57.3 per cent of those who had Level 4 qualifications. The corresponding figures for
civil parish band B were 55.2 per cent and 45.7 per cent). In band C, it was also true
that the highest incidence of any Gaelic skills was in the category with no
gualifications, but there was not a clear gradient across the other educational
categories. In band D, Levels 2, 3 and 4 qualification categories had similar
incidence of any skills, and Level 1 had the lowest. In bands E and F, the incidence
of any skills had a rising gradient across all five categories of highest level of
gualification.

For Gaelic-speaking ability, the highest incidence in bands A, B and C was in the 6 dl
gualifications6 c a t. €hgre wag no clear pattern in band D, but Level 4 was
second highest; in bands E and band F the highest incidence was in Level 4.

Civil parish band A had a higher proportion of Gaelic speakers in the 6 dl
gualifications6category than in the Level 4 category (32.9 per cent compared with
22.5 per cent). Civil parish band B had similar proportions in each of these two
gualifications categories (26.5 per cent no qualifications, 27.0 per cent Level 4), and
bands C to F showed increasingly greater proportions in the Level 4 category (C:
30.4 per cent; D: 30.0 per cent; E: 40.5 per cent; F: 42.2 per cent). Such a pattern
shows Gaelic speaking to be spread more evenly across a range of educational
gualification levels in the more strongly Gaelic-speaking civil parishes, but to be
more strongly associated with degree-level qualifications in less strongly Gaelic-
speaking areas.

Civil parish bands: change 2001-2011° (Table AT_010_2001)

The patterns with respect to education were similar in 2001 and 2011, but fall in

incidence of Gaelic skills tended to be higher in the 6 dlqualificationsd6 c atteagor y
in higher qualification categories: in civil parish bands B, C, D and E, the fall was

highest in that category, and in A it was the second highest. In band F, by contrast,

the highest fall was in the Level 4 category.

® See footnote 4.
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Figure 8: Gaelic language skills by highest level of qualification
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2.5 Gaelic language skills by economic activity

2.5.1 Gaelic language skills by National Statistics Socio-economic
classification (NS-SeC) of the Household Reference Person® (HRP)

Scotland (Table AT_256_2011)

It has been noted in connection with Table AT_236 2011 that the incidence of

Gaelic skills tends to have two peak ages i around school ages and ages of 50 and

over. That was true of Gaelic-speaking ability for all NS-SeC categories of the

household reference person (HRP), from 6 igher managerial and professional
occupationséto 6 awer supervisoryand t ec hni ca,l arcd ugplddimeofnsrd
st udent s 6 ,ncidefce in the 5ttohlé and the 50 and over age groups was

higher than for all other ages within that the same category of NS-SeC. However, for

people in households where the HRP was in the NS-SeC categories of 6 &ni-routine
occupat ounme scdupatiang® Never wo r k e d dongeterch unbe mp |l oy ed 6,
the incidence of Gaelic speakers in the 5 to 11 age group was lower than the

incidence for all people within that NS-SeC group, despite the incidence at the older

age groups remaining higher. Thus Gaelic skills were more prevalent amongst the

young from higher-status social classes. Indeed, of all Gaelic speakers aged 5to 11,

40.3 per cent were in the highest three socio-economic-status groups (6 darge

employers and higher managerial occupations dligher professional occupationsé

and 6 awer managerial and professional occupationsd, compared with 35.8 per cent

of non-Gaelic speakers.

Table 1. Percentage of Gaelic and non-Gaelic speakers by National Statistics
Socio-economic Classification of household reference person, 2011

National Statistics Socio-economic % of people | % of people aged
Classification of Household Reference aged 5to 11 |5to 11who do
Person who speak not speak Gaelic
Gaelic

Large employers and higher managerial 2.8 2.8
occupations

Higher professional occupations 11.3 10.8
Lower managerial and professional occupations 26.2 22.2
Intermediate occupations 9.1 9.7
Small employers and own account workers 14.4 10.7
Lower supervisory and technical occupations 10.4 9.6
Semi-routine occupations 114 13.9
Routine occupations 9.1 12.2
Never worked 1.2 2.8
Long-term unemployed 1.8 3.0
Full-time students 2.4 2.4

6 The Household Reference Person (HRP) is chosen to act as a reference point for producing further derived statistics and for
characterising a whole household according to the characteristics of the chosen reference person.

35
© Crown Copyright 2015 National Records of Scotland



Figure 9: NS-SeC of household reference person distribution by Gaelic-
speaking ability of children aged 5 to 11, Scotland, 2011

Council areas (Table AT_254 2011)

Across Scotland, the highest incidence of people with any Gaelic skills was for

people in households where the household reference person (HRP) was in the NS-

Se C c atFalgtime sfudeditsd 2.2 per cent, compared with a national figure of

1.7 per cent. Across the other categories of NS-SeC, the incidence of Gaelic was

hi ghest in Smaé |lcatmpdoryyeréd and Q@percamtany un't
skills; 1.4 per cent speaking skills) and in the category of d.ower managerial and
professional occupationsd(2.0 per cent any skills; 1.3 per cent speaking). The

incidence amongt h Eull-time students6 ¢ a t veagthird lgighest in relation to

speaking ability (1.2 per cent).
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