Use of Administrative Data Sources for Census Data Protection Privacy Notice
Introduction
This Privacy Notice explains why we will use Administrative Data for in Scotland’s Census project.

Administrative Data is data held by local and national government or other public bodies. They use it to support their own day-to-day activities. This notice tells you what personal information we have collected from administrative sources, why we have collected it, who we have collected it from, how we will use it, who we will share it with and how we protect it.

Why are we using Administrative Data?
National Records of Scotland (NRS) is responsible for conducting the census in Scotland. Scotland has relied for more than 200 years on the information the census provides. It remains the best way to gather vital information which government, councils, the NHS and a range of users in the public, private and third sectors need. The results support the planning and delivery of a wide range of public services which improve the lives of those living and working in Scotland.

We plan to use Administrative Data to quality assure census returns and to calculate the size of the Scottish population at national and local levels. 

This project has several strands:
· The production of population, household and migration statistics with the help of administrative, sample survey and census data, for the period between censuses, moving away from a solely census-based solution 
· Producing statistics for characteristics of the population which have a high user need: for example, income or employment, with the help of sample survey, administrative and census data
· Integrating Administrative Data into statistical design for Scotland’s Census 2031 to improve the quality and accuracy of census outputs

Administrative Data received by NRS
Any Administrative Data received by us will be processed in NRS IT systems. Data will not be shared with anyone else or made publicly available. None of the Administrative Data used are from a publicly accessible source. It will only be used by NRS for the purposes mentioned above.

All data will be processed by NRS within the UK.

The table below shows what Administrative Data was received by us and where it came from.
	Dataset
	Source

	Health Activity
	Public Health Scotland

	NHSCR
	National Records of Scotland

	Electoral Register
	15 individual electoral registration officers

	Vital events (births, deaths, marriages and civil partnerships)
	National Records of Scotland

	School Pupil Census
	Scottish Government

	Higher Education Statistics
	Higher Education Statistics Agency, or Jisc

	Further Education statistics
	Scottish Funding Council

	NRS Geography Datasets
	National Records of Scotland

	Census and Census Coverage Survey
	National Records of Scotland

	Council Tax
	32 individual council areas



A full list of the variables for each dataset these is provided in the Appendix.

No automated decision-making or profiling will take place

How we will collect the Administrative Data
All Administrative Data will be sent electronically to NRS via secure file transfer systems. Data will be processed and stored securely within NRS IT systems. Data will not leave the UK.

Other personal information we may collect to respond to your query
If you contact us  via email, letter or telephone information will be collected online or over the telephone. We may also ask for some personal information so we can reply to you. This may be your name, email address, phone number. For other types of enquiries, we may ask for further details.

Lawful basis for the processing
The lawful basis for the collection and processing of personal data for the census is the ‘public task’ basis – the exercise of official authority vested in the Registrar General for Scotland as the data controller (Article 6(1)(e) of the UK General Data Protection Regulation (UK GDPR)). The statutory basis for the Registrar General’s public task is provided by the Census Act 1920.

The processing of special category personal data is lawful because the processing is:

necessary for scientific or historical research or statistical research purposes (UK GDPR–Article 9(2)(j)) in accordance with safeguards required by Article 89(1) of UK GDPR and Section 19 of the Data Protection Act 2018

Both the organisations sharing the Administrative Data and NRS comply with relevant legislation to ensure the sharing, receiving and processing of the data is legal.

Retention and disclosure of data
Access to, and use of, this data is time-limited. The Administrative Data used in Scotland’s Census can be held and used until the end of the retention period stated in each Data Sharing Agreement and will then be securely deleted. The data will not be disclosed without lawful authority.

Your legal rights
As the data is being processed for statistical purposes, your rights as a data subject are significantly restricted. If you wish to complain or exercise your data subject rights in accordance with the UK GDPR, the Data Protection Act 2018 or any other legislation then please contact us. If you consider the processing of your data to still be inappropriate or unlawful after receiving our response, you have a right to lodge a complaint with the Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO) by visiting them at www.ico.org.uk/make-a-complaint or by contacting the ICO by telephone on 0303 123 1113.

Data controller
The Registrar General for Scotland is the data controller for the information we collect and process. You can contact them via our Data Protection Officer at:

Data Protection Officer
National Records of Scotland
HM General Register House
2 Princes Street
Edinburgh, EH1 3YY

Email: dataprotection@nrscotland.gov.uk

Review and changes to this notice
This Privacy Notice is kept under regular review to reflect any changes to the datasets we intend to use or any other changes.  This Privacy Notice is the third version and was published December 2025. 

Glossary
Accuracy
Is how close a given set of information (responses, measurements, observations or readings) are to their true value.

Census
Scotland’s Census is the official count of every person and household in the country. There has been a census in Scotland every 10 years since 1801, except 1941. The 2021 census in Scotland was moved to 2022 due to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. The answers people give to census questions help build up a picture of the population. Government and other service providers rely on census data to make important decisions.

National Records of Scotland
National Records of Scotland performs the registration and statistical functions for the Registrar General for Scotland, including responsibility for demographic statistics and census, and the archival functions for the Keeper of the Records of Scotland.

Population Estimates
Description of the total population size including demographic characteristics such as age and sex.


Appendix: Administrative Dataset Variables
	Data provider and dataset
	Data variables received by NRS

	National Records of Scotland – NHSCR
	Full name
Previous names
Date of birth
Date of death
Sex
Full address including postcode
GP practice postcode
GP practice code
Country of birth
Posting
Unique identifier

	National Records of Scotland – Vital events (births, deaths, marriages and civil partnerships)

	Births
Full name
Date of birth
Sex
Full address including postcode
Date of registration
Parent’s full names and addresses including postcode
Unique identifier

Deaths
Full name
Date of birth
Sex
Full address including postcode
Date of death
Informant’s full name and address including postcode
Unique identifier

Marriages
Full name (Party 1 and 2)
Date of birth (Party 1 and 2)
Country of birth (Party 1 and 2)
Country of residence (Party 1 and 2)
Sex (Party 1 and 2)
Full address including postcode (Party 1 and 2)
Marital status (Party 1 and 2)
Date of marriage
Date of registration
Unique identifier

Civil Partnerships
Full name (Party 1 and 2)
Date of birth (Party 1 and 2)
Country of birth (Party 1 and 2)
Country of residence (Party 1 and 2)
Marital status (Party 1 and 2)
Full address including postcode (Party 1 and 2)
Sex 
Unique identifier

	Higher Education Student Authority – Student data

	Full name
Last name at age 16
Term time postcode
Home postcode
Date of birth
Sex
Domicile location
Current year of course
Course end date
Expected end date
Study abroad
Part time or full time student
Scottish Candidate Number (SCN)
Placement
Ethnicity
Nationality
Unique identifiers

	Scottish Government – School Pupil Census

	Full name
Scottish Candidate Number (SCN)
Date of birth
Sex
Postcode
Ethnicity 
National identity
English as a second language
School code

	Electoral Registration Officers – Electoral Register

	Full name
Full address including postcode
Date individual is eligible to vote
Poll district
Overseas flag
Electoral number
Status (optional)
Unique identifier

	Public Health Scotland – Health activity
	Unique ID
Full name
Date of birth
Sex
Address including postcode
GP practice postcode
GP practice code
Marital status
Ethnic group
Date of last interaction with health service (primary and secondary care)
Flag for people who have left Scotland

	Scottish Funding Council – Further Education Statistics
	Full name
Date of birth 
Matriculation number
Start and end date
Sex
Permanent home postcode
Disability
Ethnicity
Religion
Nationality
College code
Mode of attendance
Domicile of student

	National Records of Scotland – Geography Datasets
	Scottish Address Database
Full Address including postcode
Unique identifier
Garage
Property type
Number of rooms

Scottish Postcode Lookup
Postcode
Postcode district
Postcode sector
Non-disclosive geography variables (down to datazone level)

	National Records of Scotland – 2011 Census
	Full name
Date of birth
Sex
Full address including postcode
Marital status
Ethnicity 
Country of birth
Household relationships
Full-time education
Term time address (students only)
Intention to stay
Address one year ago
Unique identifier

	National Records of Scotland – 2022 Census
	Full name
Date of birth
Age
Sex
Full address including postcode
Marital status
Ethnicity 
Country of birth
Household relationships
Full-time education
Term time address (students only)
Intention to stay
Address one year ago
Accommodation type
Number of bedrooms
Unique identifier

	National Records of Scotland – Census Coverage Survey (2011 and 2022)
	Full name
Date of birth
Sex
Full address including postcode
Unique identifier


 
