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Focus Group

Tea and Coffee (help yourself!)

Background –The Census and Ethnic Group in 
Scotland’s Census

Question design and discussion



What is Scotland’s Census?

• It’s unique! A survey of everyone in Scotland, 
every ten years

• Paints a picture of the characteristics of our 
population

• 2021 

• It’s a huge exercise 

• We have one chance to get it right



Questions!

The 2011 Census



Users of the data

Wide variety of users:

• Councils (e.g. education, transport and equality monitoring)

• Health service 

• Charity/ third sector

• Commercial / private sector

• Government 

• Parliament 

• Media

• Public



Key design assumptions

• Our recommendations for Question Content will be 
made to Parliament later in 2018

• Census in March 2021

• Primarily online

• Get first – high level - results out within a 
year



National Identity and 
Ethnic Group in Census

Jay Gillam



National Identity and Ethnic Group

• The Topic Consultation Report was published in 2016

• We held a Topic Event in April 2017

• We proposed to collect National Identity and Ethnic Group in 
2021

• We are not planning large changes to these questions

• We are currently reviewing elements of the National Identity 
and Ethnic Group Question content and design

http://www.scotlandscensus.gov.uk/consultation-2021
http://www.scotlandscensus.gov.uk/ethnicity-national-identity-language-and-religion-topic-event


Ethnic Group

• We have listened to the views of a range of stakeholders

• One particular requirement is to capture more detailed data 
about African ethnic groups:

• Because different groups are of interest for health analysis 
and/or equality monitoring;

• For consistency with the rest of the ethnic group question 
where countries are indicated



2011 Question

(appears on paper as 
one column)



2011 Data – Ethnic Group
Scotland

All people 5,295,403

White 5,084,407

White Scottish 4,445,678

White Other British 417,109

Irish 54,090

Gypsy/ Traveller 4,212

Polish 61,201

Other White 102,117

Mixed or multiple ethnic group 19,815

Asian, Asian Scottish or Asian British 140,678

Pakistani, Pakistani Scottish or Pakistani British 49,381

Indian, Indian Scottish or Indian British 32,706

Bangladeshi, Bangladeshi Scottish or Bangladeshi British 3,788

Chinese, Chinese Scottish or Chinese British 33,706

Other Asian 21,097

African 29,638

African, African Scottish or African British 29,186

Other African 452

Caribbean or Black 6,540

Caribbean, Caribbean Scottish or Caribbean British 3,430

Black, Black Scottish or Black British 2,380

Other Caribbean or Black 730

Other ethnic group 14,325

Arab, Arab Scottish or Arab British 9,366

Other ethnic group 4,959



2011 Data – Ethnic Group

African 29,638
African, African Scottish or African British 29,186

African 28,577
Nigerian 336
Scottish 20
Somali 238
Other 4 15

Other African 452
Moroccan 34
Multi-ethnic islands 50
North African 292
Other Western European 56
Other 4 20



2011 Data – Country of Birth
Africa 46,742

North Africa 5,985
Libya 1,327
Egypt 1,322
Algeria 895
Sudan 749
Morocco 530
Tunisia 267
North Africa (other) 2,4 895

Central and Western Africa 14,377
Nigeria 9,458
Ghana 1,658
Congo 856
Cameroon 406
Sierra Leone 377
Gambia, The 370
Angola 314
Congo (Democratic Republic) 298
Ivory Coast 195
Guinea 74
Senegal 73

South and Eastern Africa 26,380
South Africa 10,607
Zimbabwe 4,666
Kenya 2,743
Zambia 1,637
Somalia 1,591
Uganda 986
Malawi 818
Tanzania 681
Mauritius 571
Eritrea 399
Botswana 337
Burundi 316
Ethiopia 258
Rwanda 215
Namibia 135
Swaziland 129
Mozambique 97
Seychelles 89
Lesotho 62
South and Eastern Africa (other) 2 43

Liberia 71
St Helena 59
Togo 25
Cape Verde 20
Chad 20
Gabon 19
Benin 18
Guinea-Bissau 14
Sao Tome and Principe 14
Equatorial Guinea 13
Central and Western Africa (other) 2 25



Alternative Question Designs

A) 2011 Question B) Write in – no prompts

C) Write in – with prompts D) Write in – combined categories



Thank you!

• Thank you very much for attending and participating

• Thank you for your feedback on census questions and 
terminology, information you provide to us helps us to 
inform question development for Scotland’s Census 
2021

• More information about the work we are doing can be 
found on our website www.scotlandscensus.gov.uk



Annex



1991



Questions 
2001



Ethnic Group Question 2001

What is your ethnic group?
Choose ONE section from A to E, then [tick] the appropriate box to 
indicate your cultural background.

A White
Scottish
Other British
Irish
Any other White background please write in

B Mixed
Any mixed background please write in

C Asian, Asian Scottish or Asian British
Indian
Pakistani
Bangladeshi
Chinese
Any other Asian background please write in

D Black, Black Scottish or Black British
Caribbean
African
Any other Black background please write in

E Other ethnic background
Any other background



Questions 
2011



National Identity and Ethnic Group Question 2011

What do you feel is your national identity?
Tick ALL that apply

Scottish
English
Welsh
Northern Irish
British
Other, please write in

C Asian, Asian Scottish or Asian British
Pakistani, Pakistani Scottish or Pakistani British
Indian, Indian Scottish or Indian British
Bangladeshi, Bangladeshi Scottish or Bangladeshi British
Chinese, Chinese Scottish or Chinese British
Other, please write in

D African
African, African Scottish or African British
Other, please write in

E Caribbean or Black
Caribbean, Caribbean Scottish or Caribbean British
Black, Black Scottish or Black British
Other, please write in

E Other ethnic group
Arab, Arab Scottish or Arab British
Any other background

What is your ethnic group?
Choose ONE section from A to E, then tick ONE box which best 
describes your ethnic group or background

A White
Scottish
Other British
Irish
Gypsy/Traveller
Polish
Any other White background please write in

B Mixed or multiple ethnic groups
Any mixed or multiple ethnic groups please write in

C Asian, Asian Scottish or Asian British
Question continues


