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International Steering Group — CCS continuation advice

In a modern census process, the coverage survey that follows the main census fieldwork
periodis a key component of the total process for producing high quality statistics. The
independent datafrom the surveyis used in combination with the main censusand
administrative data to provide the final statistical estimates and outputs. Therefore, itis
important that all householdsinthe coverage survey sample are given multiple
opportunitiesto respond. The survey fieldwork aimsto maximise overall response rates
while minimising variationinresponse across population sub-groups. It is also important
that fieldwork does not continue indefinitely, delaying the progressionto nextsteps inthe
overall process and using up valuable resource.

In light of these considerations, it was clear that continuingfieldworkin all areas of the CCS
into August was worthwhile, with afinal targeted weekin the two areas with lowest
coverage where there remained scope for further responses. While the final overall
response rate is lowerthan achievedin 2011, furthercontinuation would negativelyimpact
on the subsequent processing stages while delivering very few additional responses.



